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Letter from the President

The Ten Commandments of Mercy
Among the Ten Commandments, one begins with the word “remember.” Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
It reminds us of something we already know. There are commandments of mercy imprinted in our very DNA. We 
need to remember them more explicitly. What are they?

1. Remember that mercy lies deepest in God’s heart.
Few things so much approximate the essence of God as mercy. Mercy is God’s essence. Scripture uses words such 
as loving-kindness and compassion to try to define what constitutes God’s mercy, but the central biblical concept, 
captured in the Hebrew concept of hesed, connotes a relationship that loves, embraces and forgives, even when, 
and especially when, we cannot measure up or deserve what’s given to us.

2. Remember that mercy is the essence of all true religions.
Inside religion and spirituality, within all faiths, three things try to lay claim to what’s central: proper religious 
practice, compassion, and outreach to the poor. Ultimately, they’re not in opposition, but are complementary 
pieces of one religious whole; but for religious practice and outreach to the poor to be an extension of God’s love 
and not of human ego, they need to be predicated upon compassion and mercy. Deepest inside of every religion 
is the invitation: Be merciful as God is merciful. 

3. Remember that we all stand forever in need of mercy.
There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who converts than over 99 righteous persons. Does God love 
sinners more than the righteous? No. There are no righteous persons. Rather, we feel God’s love more when we 
admit that we’re sinners. None of us ever measure up, but as St. Paul so consolingly teaches, the whole point is 
that we don’t have to measure up. That’s what mercy means. It’s undeserved, by definition.

4. Remember that having received mercy, we must show mercy to others.
We existentially receive and appropriate God’s mercy and the mercy of others only when we extend that same 
mercy to others. Mercy has to flow through us. If we don’t extend it to others, we ourselves will never know mercy.

5. Remember that only the practice of mercy sets us free.
Receiving and giving mercy is the only thing that frees us from our incurable need to self-seek, self-justify and 
judge others. Nothing frees us more from the tyranny of ego than the practice of mercy.

6. Remember that mercy is not opposed to justice, but is its fulfillment.
Mercy, as Walter Kasper suggests, is not ,“a kind of fabric softener that undermines the dogmas and commandments 
and abrogates the central and fundamental meaning of truth.” That is the accusation the Pharisees made against 
Jesus. Mercy undergirds justice.

7. Remember that only the practice of mercy will make God’s Kingdom come.
Jesus promised us that someday the meek will inherit the earth, the poor will eat plentiful rich food, and all tears 
will be wiped away. That can happen only when mercy replaces self-interest.

8. Remember that mercy needs, also, to be practiced collectively.
It is not enough for us just to be merciful within our own lives. Mercy is marginalized in a society that doesn’t 
sufficiently attend to those who are weak or needy, just as it is marginalized in a church that is judgmental. 
We must create a society that is merciful and a church that is merciful. Mercy alone enables the survival of the 
weakest.

9. Remember that mercy calls us to do works, both spiritual and physical.
Our Christian faith challenges us to perform mercy in a doubled way, corporeally and spiritually.  The classic 
corporal works of mercy are to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, shelter the homeless, cloth the naked, 
visit the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead. And the classic spiritual works of mercy are to instruct 
the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, comfort the afflicted, admonish the sinner, forgive offenses, bear wrongs 
patiently, and pray for the living and the dead. All of us are better at some of these than at others, but mercy is 
manifest in all of them. 

10. Remember that our lives are a dialogue between God’s mercy and our weaknesses.
The only thing at which we are adequate is being inadequate. We are forever falling short at something, no matter 
the strength of our sincerity, good intention, and willpower. Only mercy, receiving it and giving it, can lead us 
out of the choppy waters of our own anxieties, worries, and joylessness. Only in knowing mercy do we experience 
gratitude. Mercy is the ingredient needed to put a credible face to God, to put a credible face to our churches, and 
to walk with steadiness inside our own lives.
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Oblate School of Theology’s new Forest Dwelling Program 
welcomed 101 participants to its first on-campus session 
Jan. 6-12 with the core faculty of Father Ron Rolheiser, 
OMI, Barbara Brown Taylor and Cliff Knighten, Director 
of the program. Participants included Protestants, 
Catholics,  and Sufis and came from across San Antonio, 
other parts of Texas, 18 other states, Washington, D.C., 
as well as Canada, Ireland, Germany, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Taiwan. About 75 percent were women.  

During the opening session, participants identified their 
intentions or hoped-for outcomes from their participation. 
Each received a unique wooden Forest Dwelling 
medallion handcrafted by Bonnie Abadie specifically for 
the program. The week included talks by the core faculty, 
contemplative integration through reflective journaling, 
experiential sessions including a variety of prayer and 
meditation practices, embodiment practices, liturgy and 
Eucharist, a social, and finally a banquet. During the 
Jan. meeting, Tina Karagulian helped the participants 
begin a life-review process through the practice of a 
contemplative collage.

Forest Dwelling Gathering

Featured Article

 In addition to the four week-long gatherings on campus 
over two years, core elements of this integrated multi-
faceted program include, (1) a daily contemplative practice 
chosen by each participant; among the possibilities are 
Centering Prayer (Thomas Keating), Christian Meditation 
(John Main and Laurence Freeman), the Jesus Prayer, 
Mindfulness Meditation, Yoga or Tai Chi; (2) monthly 
individual spiritual direction; (3) monthly participation 
in an “Elder Circle” with a trained facilitator and other 
participants; (4) personal study and spiritual reading. Dr. 
Philip Sheldrake has developed the first 12-week module, 
titled “Holistic Spirituality.”  

Participants will work at home on these four elements of 
the program until they gather at OST again in June. The 
structure of each week-long gathering is similar. The June 
gathering will also feature teachings and information by the 
core faculty and at least one guest instructor. Experiential 
practices, embodiment practices and opportunities for 
creative expression also will be included. The core faculty 
and administrative team will review the evaluations from 
the week and fine-tune the program as it goes along.
 
“I am very pleased with how this first week together went,” 
Knighten said. “This is a new program, so this is the first 
time that we have done this. We heard very good things from 
the Forest Dwellers. There was a lot of energy and passion 
for the important work that we are all doing together.”

" [The] Forest Dwelling Program 
welcomed 101 participants to its first 
on-campus session Jan. 6-12 with the 
core faculty of Father Ron Rolheiser, 
OMI, Barbara Brown Taylor and Cliff 
Knighten, Director of the program."
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Oblate School of Theology received a bequest of $372,000 from 
the estate of Monsignor Tom Murphy, a longtime San Antonio 
pastor who died Jan. 29, 2017, “to be used for the formation of 
women for the Ministry.” Msgr. Murphy’s bequest will fund 
scholarships for women preparing for ministry in the Catholic 
and other Christian churches, as he wished, for many years to 
come. Attorney Valerie Cantu, executrix of his will, said that 
Msgr. Murphy lived frugally and set aside part of his monthly 
paycheck over the years to provide education for women to 
minister in the Church. “Women and children were always 
dear to him, and he understood the importance of women in 
the family and in the community at large,” Cantu explained. 
“Women are on the front lines of education for their own 
children in the home and as teachers for the community.”   
  
Cantu said she views his bequest as ,“an embodiment of Father’s 
loving, helpful, guiding influence in the world. Giving positive 
energy, love and Christian hope to others. It’s wonderful that 
women have this sacred, safe space where they can study God’s 
Word and learn how to continue being ministers and Good 
Samaritans in the community at large.” Cantu recalled that the 
priest often said that if the Church is not growing and moving 
dynamically in its interpretation of God’s Word as a living, 
breathing theology, with different meanings and contexts in 
different ages, it will die. “He wanted to leave a legacy of our 
Church being responsive to the community and to the issues 
that young people will face in future generations,” she said. 
  
Jay Gwin, a longtime friend, said Msgr. Murphy believed that 
women have much to contribute to the Church. “Most of the 
people gathered at the Cross were women, and I believe that 
Father saw that as a very significant statement by the Gospel 
writers. There are a whole lot of roles in the Church that can be 
accomplished by people other than priests,” he said. “Women 
have so much to offer.” Teresa Berg, Msgr. Murphy’s assistant 
from 1970 until his retirement in 2014, said he encouraged 
her to seek further education. She began working with him 
when he was appointed pastor of St. Thomas More, helped him 
build St. Mark the Evangelist from 1976-88, and continued for 
another 26 years at St. Peter Prince of the Apostles. With all her 
previous Catholic education, she realized how much she still 
needed to learn. “People asked me questions about faith, and 
I would answer, but I wasn’t sure if what I was telling them 
was fact or just my opinion,” Berg said. “Father appreciated my 

hunger to learn more, and he encouraged me to attend classes 
at Oblate School of Theology. I didn’t think I could make it at 
first, but he kept saying, ‘Yes, you can.’ He helped me with 
tuition, and I was there for three years. I earned a Master of 
Theological Education degree in 1991,” she said. 
 
Sharon Mathieu, a longtime parishioner at St. Mark the 
Evangelist and later at St. Peter Prince of Apostles, said she and 
her husband, Tom Mathieu, both longtime friends with Msgr. 
Murphy, said they weren’t surprised to learn of the bequest. 
She knew of the first Monsignor Thomas Murphy Award the 
school made in 2018 to OST graduate Mary Catherine O’Brien 
Cook as the Sophia Community Program graduate with the 
highest grade-point average.  That award came about because of 
another planned gift from Msgr. Murphy of more than $81,000. 
“He never specifically told us [about his fund for education of 
women], but after his retirement, we often talked about women 
in the Church, and he felt very strongly about helping women, 
especially women who were going into theology and pastoral 
ministry,” she said. “He thought he could make a difference. 
Even in his homilies, he wanted to do what he could to help 
them.”

Oblate School of Theology is deeply grateful for Msgr. 
Murphy’s generosity and determination to encourage women 
in ministry. Msgr. Murphy also left a bequest to Visitation 
House, where he often worked.

Msgr. Thomas Murphy leaves 
bequest for education of women  

Featured Article
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Faculty News

—
Bonnie LeMelle Abadie gave a presentation at the World 
Youth Day USA gathering at the McNeese Convention Center 
in San Angelo Jan. 26. Participants were invited to consider 
the universal call to holiness as it applies to each individual 
and family. Her presentation included highlights from Pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhortation Gaudium et Exsultate (On the 
Call to Holiness in Today’s World). Bonnie also was invited 
to present the Lenten mission at St. Matthew’s Parish March 
18-20. 

Father Wayne Cavalier and the Congar Institute have been 
invited by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to participate 
in a planning group to respond to the Fifth National Encuentro’s 
priority of leadership development among Hispanic youth and 
young adults. They also were invited to join leaders involved in 
Hispanic ministry formation nationwide, in hopes of creating 
a new pathway to graduate ministry education for Hispanics 
in ministry certificate programs.  

Sister Linda Gibler, OP, gave a parish retreat titled “Creation 
as Sacrament of Divine Revelation” for St. Peter the Apostle 
Parish (Boerne) Nov. 2-4 at Laity Lodge. She presented a 
program titled, “Why Catholics (Should) Care for Creation” on 
Dec. 8, 2018, to the Inter-Community Pre-Novitiate at Our Lady 
of the Lake Convent for men and women in initial formation for 
religious congregations as well as those interested in entering 
religious life. She has been invited to give the inaugural 
Catherine of Siena Lecture, “Reasons to Hope: Listening to the 
Wisdom of the Earth” in April at the Aquinas Center of Emory 
University in Atlanta. 

Sally Gomez-Jung presented an Advent mission in Nov. 2018 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church titled, “Opening Our Horizons 
So We May Encounter the Gift of Christmas in Our Everyday 
Lives.” In Jan., she facilitated a ministers’ retreat titled, 
“Called to be Artisans of Peace” and a day retreat for staff 
titled, “Ministers as Agents of Compassion” at St. Mark the 
Evangelist Parish.
  
Father Roger Keeler conducted a retreat in Jan.  titled, "A 
Reflection on the Family with Pope Francis as Our Guide" for 
the Court of Our Lady of the Holy Trinity 2661 of the Catholic 

Daughters at Holy Trinity Parish. He also coordinated the 
second master session for the Project in Preaching Feb. 8-9, 
with Claretian Fr. Eddie De León speaking. Fr. De León, 
Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Preaching and chair of the 
Department of Spirituality and Pastoral Ministry at the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, spoke to seminarians, advisors, 
and formators on Feb. 8 and to clergy of the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio Feb. 9, both in the Whitley Theological Center.    

Rose Mary Lopez is to be recognized as a distinguished 
alumna of Providence High School April 6 at the school’s 
Legacy Gala at Pedrotti’s Ranch. Several people nominated her 
for the honor based on her work on ACTS Retreats and the 
Spiritual Companion Formation component of ACTS.

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, addressed the Halton Catholic 
School Board Feb. 6-8 in Burlington, Ontario. He is scheduled 
to speak at the 2019 National Conference on Evangelization 
and Catechesis in Ottawa, Ontario on, "From the Well to the 
World: Catechesis and Evangelization." He is scheduled to give 
a retreat April 12-14 at the Queen of Apostles Renewal Center 
in Mississauga, Ontario. He will speak May 4 at the Loyola 
Institute of Spirituality in Orange, California. The Institute 
will award him its Writers Award in Spirituality May 5.  

Dr. Philip Sheldrake has had a new book, Julian of Norwich 
"In God’s Sight": Her Theology in Context published by Wiley-
Blackwell. He conducted a workshop at Georgetown 
University Feburary 22-23 as part of the university’s Global 
Cities Initiative. 

Student News

—
Melody Escobar represented Oblate School of Theology as 
a speaker at the 4th Annual International Conference on 
Spirituality and Psychology, Mar. 13-15 2019, in Bangkok, 
Thailand. She will present her research findings from the 
first qualitative descriptive study exploring the connection 
between spirituality and equine therapy as manifested in 
the experiences of mothers with special needs children. 
The results highlight the impact of the therapy as a holistic 
intervention benefiting the child and other family members 
present, and the need to advocate for funding for caregivers. 
The equine center, located in Pipe Creek, Texas, is also featured 
as a model of authentic community revealing an empowering 
interconnectedness with all creatures. Which is rooted in a 
spirituality of hospitality, shared vulnerability, kinship, and as 
providing valuable insights for health care practitioners. 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS
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Nathan Garcia spoke Mar. 10 before the American Academy 
of Religion’s Southwest Commission on Religious. His topic 
was, "Toward a Theological Consciousness of Health Care in 
the Catholic Faithful."  His first book review was published 
in the Fall 2018 edition of Spiritus journal (vol. 18, no. 2).  
He reviewed Secular Beats Spiritual: The Westernization of the 
Easternization of the West, by Stephen Bruce. His proposal 
for a chapter in Theology and the Star Wars Universe has 
been accepted. The chapter is titled, “Coming to Know the 
Dark Side and the Force: A Spiritual Analogy in Christian 
Humanism and Desert Asceticism.”

Benjamin Griffin presented a paper titled, I Want to Be Well 
– The Apocalyptic Kenosis of Sufjan Steven’s ‘'Age of Adz’' Mar. 3 
during the Mystical Theology Network Annual Conference 
at Boston College.

Brothers Cosmas Kithinji Kubai, OMI, Eleazar Manuel-
Lopez, OMI, Robby Bandy, OMI, and Vincent F. 
Adaikalasamy, OMI, were ordained to the diaconate Nov. 
17, 2018, at Our Lady of San Juan de Los Lagos Parish in San 
Antonio. The Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, Bishop 
Emeritus of the Diocese of San Angelo, was the ordaining 
prelate.

Juan Carlos Lopez was ordained to the diaconate in the 
Diocese of San Bernardino Dec. 15, 2018, at St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini Parish in Yucaipa, Calif. The Most Rev. Gerald 
Barnes, Bishop of San Bernardino, was the ordaining prelate.

Former President

—
Our Lady of Grace Parish in San Antonio recently honored 
Fr. Pat Guidon, OMI, for 14 years of work in the parish, 
naming its parish office building the Fr. Pat Guidon, OMI, 
Pastoral Center. Fr. Martin Leopold, pastor of the parish, 
said he could see no greater way to honor the dedication 
with which Fr. Guidon has served the parish community. 
Attending the event along with Fr. Guidon were 12 other 
Oblates, including Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, the Provincial of 
the U.S. Oblates, and Fr. Warren Brown, General Councilor 
for North America. The naming was part of the parish 
celebration of the 80th anniversary of the dedication of its 
St. Mary Chapel by Fr. Gerard Mongeau, OMI. Our Lady of 
Grace initially was a mission of St. Mary’s Parish downtown, 
and the closeness between the parish and St. Anthony’s High 
School has continued an Oblate presence in the parish even 
since it became a parish of the Archdiocese of San Antonio. 
Fr. Guidon was President of Oblate School of Theology from 
1970-1995.    

Honorary OMIs

—
Veronica Salazar Escobedo and her husband Ruben M. 
Escobedo, both Honorary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
recently received the Christifidelis Laici Award, given in 
honor of the late Archbishop Emeritus Patrick F. Flores for 
their active service to their parish, Our Lady of Grace, and 
the Church at large. Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS, 
chooses the recipients each year. Veronica served on the OST 
Board of Trustees for 20 years and the Escobedos have chaired 
OST's Spring Gala for the past 20 years. In 2017, they made a 
generous gift to OST to fund an annual lecture in Spanish in 
perpetuity.

Save The Date: Spring Gala is April 
2nd.

—
Oblate School of Theology’s 2019 Spring Gala April 2 will honor 
Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller, MSpS, and Sister Teresa 
Maya, CCVI.  The reception is at 6 p.m. and the dinner at 7 p.m. 
at the Whitley Theological Center.  For more information visit:  
https://ost.edu/event/20th-annual-ost-spring-gala or contact 
Yolanda Garcia at 210-341-1366, ext. 219 or yolanda@ost.edu.

2019 Father Frank Montalbano Lecture

—
Dr. Mark Smith, Helena Professor of Old Testament Literature 
and Exegesis at Princeton Theological Seminary, presented 
the Oblate School of Theology’s 2019 Father Frank Montalbano 
Lecture March 5 in the Whitley Theological Center.

The free lecture was from 7 to 9 p.m. The lecture is named 
for Father Montalbano, a renowned Scripture professor who 
taught at OST from 1950-79 when the School was known as 
the De Mazenod Scholasticate and the Oblate College of the 
Southwest. The annual lecture was established in 2009 with 
a gift from the late Tom Benson and his wife, Gayle Benson, 
to commemorate their 50-year friendship with Fr. Montalbano 
both in San Antonio and New Orleans. It was the first endowed 
lecture series in OST history. Dr. Smith is also Scribal Professor 
Emeritus of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Studies 
at New York University. He has master’s degrees from the 
Catholic University of America, Harvard Divinity School 
and Yale University. His Ph.D is from Yale. He taught at Saint 
Joseph’s University and was a visiting professor at the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute in Rome as well as the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem.
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OST Receives Bequest from 
Price Family Trust

— 

Oblate School of Theology (OST) has received an unexpected and 
unrestricted bequest of more than $483,000 from the Glen L. Price and 
Cecilia F. Price Family Trust at Frost Bank.  The School first learned 
of the bequest Jan. 14 from a niece of the Prices, who said she had 
no information about their connection with the School or the Oblates. 

Cecilia Flores Price was born in San Antonio Oct. 18, 1931. She 
married Glenn Price on Sept. 27, 1952, and after more than 59 years of 
marriage, died on May 13, 2018. 

Glen L. Price, a longtime San Antonian, was born in Missouri on 
May 21, 1931. He served in the U.S. Army from 1947-49 and in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1949-53. After separating from the Air Force, Mr. 
Price earned a bachelor’s degree from Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College (now Texas State University) and later a master’s degree in 

science from Incarnate Word College (now the University of the 
Incarnate Word). He taught science for more than 30 years. After 
his retirement, Mr. Price continued serving the community as a 
guidance counselor and religious advisor for prison inmates and 
others needing counseling. He served in a faith-based healing 
ministry for more than 25 years and was always available to assist 
people in need. Known to many as “the Professor,” Mr. Price was 
considered a gifted science teacher and an intellectual who loved 
to teach. Glen died Dec. 14, 2011.  The Prices had three children, all 
sons, who preceded them in death. 

Oblate School of Theology is deeply grateful for this unexpected 
and most generous planned gift.

14 Receive Service Milestone Awards

—
Oblate School of Theology honored and thanked its employees for 
their years of faithful service to the School during its annual Service 
Recognition Day lunch Feb. 5 in the Oblate Renewal Center dining 
room after the weekly Community Mass.

Special recognition is given each year to employees who have 
reached five-year milestones of service. This year, 14 employees 
were recognized.

Father Ken Hannon, OMI, was honored for 40 years of service.  
Elva De Los Santos Barba was honored for 35 years of cumulative 
service to the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and to 
OST.  Fr. Bob Wright, OMI, was recognized for 35 years of service 

to the School.  Mrs. Barba and Fr. Wright were each presented an 
engraved cut-crystal vase.

Maria M. Garcia received an engraved cut-crystal candy jar for her 
30 years of service.  Bonnie LeMelle Abadie, Carmen Rodriguez, 
and Rita Velasquez each received an engraved jade glass flame 
award for 15 years’ service.

Joanne Aleman and Ana Maria Ramirez were  given engraved 
glass paperweights in recognition of 10 years’ service. Thelma 
J. Chenault, Sister Leah Couvillion, SSND, Peter T. Phillips, Fr. 
Clyde A. Rausch, OMI, and Donna S. San Miguel were presented 
appreciation certificates, each mounted on a wood plaque, for five 
years' service.

All employees celebrating a five-year service milestone also were 
given a monetary gift commensurate with their number of years 
of service.

Father Ken Hannon, OMI
40+ years of service

Joanne Aleman
10 years of service

 Maria Magdalena Garcia
30 years of service

Sister Leah Couvillion, SSND
5 years of service

Elva de los Santos Barba
35 years of service

Ana Maria Ramirez
10 years of service

Bonnie LeMelle Abadie
15 years of service

 Peter T. Phillips
5 years of service

Carmen S. Rodriguez
15 years of service

Rita S. Velasquez
15 years of service

Fr. Clyde A. Rausch, OMI
5 years of service

Donna S. San Miguel
5 years of service

Fr. Bob Wright, OMI
35 years of service

Thelma J. Chenault
5 years of service
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Patricia (Pat) Sammis grew up in close proximity to St. Peter Prince 
of the Apostles Catholic Church in Alamo Heights. She wasn’t a 
“Cradle Catholic,” but her Catholic neighbors often invited her to 
join their bingo games and other parish activities. She attended 
school at Incarnate Word from elementary through high school. 
As a child, she enjoyed listening as her Aunt Mozelle played a 
lovely tune titled “The Rosary” on her piano. Pat remembers the 
song as the most beautiful music she had ever heard. “I loved it. It 
led me to Catholicism,” she commented.

At 21, she married and raised three daughters and two sons.  
After the children were grown, she enrolled at Trinity University, 
graduating in 1976 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in elementary 
education. She taught first grade at St. Peter Prince of the Apostles 
Catholic School for 15 years. Daughter Lessie Nelson, a nurse at 
Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, recalled that during her 
childhood, her mother was always quick to drop what she was 
doing whenever she met someone in need.  “Whether they needed 
underwear, a ride, or whatever, Mother would do whatever it took 
to get it for them,” she explained. 

Once, during a long-distance phone call, Lessie told her mother, 
“There are a lot of people your age here (at Parkland), and they’re 
called chaplains.” It was a life-changing moment for Pat. It didn’t 
happen right away, but she learned what it would take for her to 
become a hospital chaplain.  In 1990, she enrolled at Oblate School 
of Theology, where she found herself surrounded by seminarians 
from many parts of the world. They became fast friends and told 
her many things about their countries. “I learned a lot from those 
young boys,” Pat recalled “I asked one of them where he was from, 

Alumni Spotlight

Pat Sammis
Master's in Theological Studies ’96

and he took me down to the school library and showed me on a map 
where it was. It was Sri Lanka. Everybody at Oblate was so loving.  
I learned compassion from my own family, but the people at Oblate 
taught me even more,” Pat said. “One priest accepted everything I 
turned in, even if I didn’t spell things right.”

Priests impressed her with their pastoral sense in relating to 
people. “They taught me to accept people wherever they were, 
and they encouraged students to speak up, whatever was on their 
minds,” she recalled. “They informed the way I look at life.” Pat 
said her favorite priests at OST were its presidents – Father Pat 
Guidon, OMI, who led the School from 1970-95, and Fr. Bill Morell, 
OMI, who succeeded Fr. Guidon and led OST from 1995-2004. “Fr. 
Guidon was wonderful. You could talk to him, and he would guide 
you.”  He presided at her second wedding, to Dr. Bill Sammis, who 
later died.  The priest also invited the couple to look at a house that 
had been donated to the Oblates. The couple bought the house, and 
Pat lived in it until 2017, when she suffered three strokes and had to 
move to an assisted living facility.

Graduating in 1996 with a Master of Theological Studies degree, 
Pat became a chaplain at Baptist Medical Center, commonly 
known as Downtown Baptist Hospital, and supervised a team of 
20 volunteers.  From 19 years as a chaplain, she remembers two 
women patients. One had had an arm amputated and felt she was 
no longer whole.  Pat said she quickly found a priest. “He was very 
respectful. Instead of just barging in, he asked her. ‘May I walk 
with you in your sadness?’ She was glad he’d come.”

Another woman had a newborn baby with anencephaly, a condition 
in which part of the brain, skull and scalp were missing. When Pat 
entered the patient’s room, she immediately sensed that the baby 
was dead. “The grandparents were very sad, and the mother didn’t 
want a priest because she was afraid a priest would scold her.”  Pat 
said she obtained permission from a priest to baptize the baby 
herself.

She often worked with the late Fr. Balty Janacek. He nearly always 
was available to come to the hospital when she called him. One 
time he couldn’t come since he was giving a bus tour of the city. But 
Pat said he made up for it. He couldn’t take her call, but apparently 
he sensed someone was in need. In 2007, she shared that story 
at Fr. Janacek’s funeral. A man approached her afterward and 
explained to her that he had been on that bus tour.  “He said, ‘Father 
immediately asked us to be quiet a minute and pray for someone 
who is in need.’” And they did.

Pat expressed gratitude to OST for giving her the tools to give 
comfort to many patients and for the opportunity to comfort 
patients in distress, adding, “Those were wonderful years.”
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The Sankofa Institute for African American Pastoral 
Leadership awarded its 2019 Excellence in Education 
Award to the Rev. Dr. Randall Bailey, a recently retired 
professor of the Hebrew Bible at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta. The award was presented 
Jan. 26 during Sankofa’s annual “Come, Taste and See” 
program.

Each year, the Sankofa Institute seeks to honor people who 
are developing and supporting pastoral leaders committed 
to ministry and proclamation of the Gospel within the 
African American community, said Sister Addie Lorraine 
Walker, SSND, Director of the Institute. “We look for 
people who, within their own charism, personality, and 
education have an unwavering commitment to educating 
and inspiring others to greatness,” she added.   

Dr. Stephen Reid, a member of the Sankofa Council of 
Elders who has known Bailey for more than 40 years, 
characterized the honoree as “a brilliant Scripture 
scholar who has had a prophetic liberationist voice and 
who embodies wisdom, generosity, fierce loyalty, and 
righteousness.” Bailey has served on the faculty of the 
Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University 
in New Orleans and has been a visiting scholar at several 

OST IN SERVICE

2019 Excellence in Education Awards
theological seminaries in the United States and abroad. He 
serves on the board of the Atlanta Interfaith AIDS Council; 
as a consultant of Balm of Gilead, Inc., which promotes 
prevention of diabetes; and as an executive board member of 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.

“When the history of Africana Biblical Studies is written – 
and some of you Sankofa Scholars are likely to write such a 
history – it will report that Dr. Bailey was often a first voice 
in the room where many decisive book events took place,” 
Dr. Reid said, naming some of the decisive books in African 
Biblical Studies. “He’s brought a voice of insightful, sharp 
wisdom, sometimes compelling humor, and consistent 
charm.” 

Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of OST, presented the award, a crystal globe which 
symbolizes the many places where Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate serve in 68 countries throughout the world, 
and where OST alumni, friends and faculty come from, work,  
and preach the Gospel. “This is the highest award OST gives,” 
he said.

Expressing his gratitude for the award, Dr. Bailey said he had 
often thought his efforts to open doors were not appreciated. 
“This recognition is most encouraging to me,” he commented, 
noting that he had presented alternatives and opened doors 
for people to look for alternatives – not necessarily his, but 
also their own, “so that people who came to seminary having 
been hurt by the Church, but still wanted to remain in the 
Church, could pursue those alternatives and God could bless 
them with that.”

He said such people didn’t have to pursue such alternatives, 
but they had to know that they were rejecting possibly helpful 
ones. “As long as that happened, that’s what I saw God was 
sending me to do. Getting this type of recognition really 
gives me a sense that it has been a good journey and that it’s 
good that I went on that journey. For that I say thank you.”
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Father Sylvester David, OMI, has been named President 
of Oblate School of Theology (OST) for five years upon the 
recommendation of the School’s Board of Trustees. 

Fr. David will work with Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, during 
the spring and into the summer and will be installed Aug. 
1, 2019. Fr. Rolheiser has held the post since 2005. He will 
remain at OST teaching and writing, and will be available 
as a mentor to Fr. David. Fr. David was vicar general of 
the Archdiocese of Durban, South Africa, and previously 
headed St. Joseph’s Theological Institute in Cedara, 
KwaZulu-Natal.  

Born in Durban in 1953, Fr. David studied psychology at 
UNISA (The University of South Africa) and pursued a 
postgraduate specialization in Community Psychology at 
Creighton University in Omaha. His first priestly studies 
were at St. Joseph’s Theological Institute. 

Featured Article

Fr. Sylvester David to become 
OST’s next President

He then studied Scripture in Rome and earned a 
doctorate in Biblical Theology, completing his thesis on 
the Prologue in the Gospel of John.

Fr. David will be OST’s first African president. His 
appointment culminated two years of dialogue between 
the Oblates of the United States and those of South Africa.

An October article in Spotlight Africa described Fr. David 
as being, “known for his love of cricket, his persistence in 
golf and his sense of humor. ” 

A Scripture scholar, he also has been known to recite 
lyrics from Bob Dylan and the poems of W.B. Yeats, the 
article said. 

Oblate School of Theology’s Board of Trustees, faculty, 
administration, and staff look forward to working with 
Fr. David and, with our students, warmly welcoming 
him to OST.

ABOUT OST’S NEXT PRESIDENT

1982 - Entered Oblate pre-novitiate
1984 - Entered Oblate novitiate

1985 - Made first vows
1988 - Made perpetual vows

1989 - Regency at Creighton University
1991 - Ordained a priest

University of Durban-Westville – 
Undergraduate (English and Psychology)

University of South Africa – 
Post graduate (Counseling/Psychology)
Pontifical Urbaniana University – BTH

Pontifical Gregorian University- STL
University of KwaZulu-Natal – PhD 
(supervised at Cedara, South Africa)
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